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     My grandfather was (Johann) Conrad Frank, and he lived at 535 North 6th Street in Walla Walla.  His brothers were George, John 
David (Dave) and William.  
     George was the baker.  He used to own a bakery at 13 E. Alder Street back about 1916. His son Alex later owned the Delishus 
Bakery at 638 S. 2nd Street. 
     Dave was the grocer.  He and his wife Elisabeth were in their twenty-third year of life when they arrived in Walla Walla, 
Washington on 14 August 1913. He found employment with his brother George, who at that time was a foreman with the Northern 
Pacific Railroad. His pay was fifteen cents an hour. Elisabeth off and on did housework with the English people, which at times was 
very hard for her, since she couldn’t speak the language and the work was new to her. However the strong German determination held 
out until she didn't need it any more.  (This means that she didn't have to work out any more.)  Dave owned Franks' Grocery at 706 S. 
4th St. (1928-1943).  His son Carl later owned Carl’s Shurfine Market at 2nd and Birch Streets.  His son Sol Frank (now 93) and wife 
Helen Peggy Schiffman Frank owned Melrose Market, located at the corner of Melrose Street and N. Division Street in Walla Walla. 
     Conrad Frank came to America and Walla Walla in 1905. He was taught the trade of cabinet maker in Kautz.  After arriving in 
Walla Walla, he worked at many laboring jobs, including the railroad, until Pete Kauffman secured a job for him at Whitehouse-
Crawford Co. in the planing mill. As he learned English, life got better. By 1910, he had purchased the land and finished building his 
first home at 815 S. 3rd in Walla Walla. He first built a summerkitchen in the back of the property, where the family lived, until the 
big house was finished. On 2 June 1914, he became a U.S. citizen. By 1916, he was working as a foreman for Norman McCloud 
(construction company). In 1919, he bought a 10-acre farm at State Line (on the Washington-Oregon border), 7 miles from Walla 
Walla. About 1920, he and his brother William went into business with their cousin William Schreiner, Sr., and friend Dave Zier. 
About 1923, he went into business with Henry Gross, as Gross and Frank Construction Company. In 1924, he traded the farm for the 
old Seil house at 535 N. 6th, and moved back to town. 
 

   
 
 

Some German Russian Businesses in Walla Walla 
 
Delishus Bake Shop (Alex Frank, born 1905 in Kautz) 
Carl’s Shurfine Market (Carl David Frank, born 1914 in Walla Walla) 
Frank’s Grocery (Johann David Frank, born 1891 in Kautz) 
Con Frank Construction (Johann Conrad Frank, born 1884 in Kautz) 
Benzel, Gross, Frank – Cement 
Johnnie’s Market (John Schneidmiller, grandparents from Hussenbach) 
Benzel Distributing 
Melrose Market (Sol Frank, born 1920 in Walla Walla) 
Hill’s Grocery 
(Thanks to Larry Frank, Walla Walla, for this information). 
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In 1928, he started Conrad Frank and Co., where his sons Bill, Dave, and George, as 
well as nephews and cousins, learned the carpentry trade. The name of the company was 
changed to Con Frank Construction Co. in the early 1950's. Brother William Frank was 
his main foreman for many years.  There are many monuments to Conrad Frank’s 
company in Walla Walla…private homes, apartment houses, canneries, etc., not only in 
Walla Walla, but also Ritzville, Connell, Colfax, Dayton, and Milton-Freewater and the 
surrounding area.  When Con retired, son Bill took over the business and he changed the 
name to the Con Frank Construction Co.  Bill died suddenly in 1965, at which time 
George became the general manager under Bill’s wife, Hazel, and later became sole 
owner of the company.  Dave worked for the company until he retired. 

German Speaking Churches in Walla Walla 
German Evangelical Congregational Zion 

German Emmaus Evangelical – Trinity Lutheran 
Evangelical and Reformed Peace Church 

Christ Lutheran 
German Seventh Day Adventist 

Emmanuel Lutheran 
German Methodist 

 
Research by Nancy Berlier and Ruth DeLuca 

Information supplied by Larry Frank, Walla Walla 
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Chronical Unserer Leute 
Calendar of Events and Meetings 
~ May 2013 ~                 Page 13 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  � 1 2 3 4  10:00 am - 

AHSGR Board 
Meeting at 
CVGS  

5  
 

6  
 

7  CVGS 
Library Open 

8 
 

9  
 

10  
 

11   
 

12 
 

13  
 

14  CVGS 
Library Open 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  ������	
$������ 	


���%	����	

$����0'	���0	F	

.���(	!09�/	

!���'���

 
19  
 

20  
 

21  CVGS 
Library Open 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  CVGS 
Library Open 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

  
 

  

 

 ~ June 2013 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
  
 

 
 

1  10:00 am - 
AHSGR 
Board 
Meeting at 
CVGS 

2  
 

3 4  CVGS  
Library Open 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8 

9  
 

10  
 

11  CVGS 
Library Open 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16 AHSGR – 
2pm – 
Program to be 
announced 

17  
 

18  CVGS 
Library Open 

19 20 21  
 

22  
 

23 
 

24  
 

25  CVGS 
Library Open 
 
 

26 27 28 29 

30 
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